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Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1.3-5 and 47-52 is/are pending in the application. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or deschbed as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 3-5, 47 and 48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hurn (US Patent 3,833,033) in view of Vartiainen (US 
Patent4,441,537) and Giles (US Patent 6,640,855). 

Hurn teaches most of the elements of the claimed invention including providing at 
least one machining tool in a single work station for machining a wood workpiece (A— 
fig. 7), providing a first conveying system in a feeding region of the single work station 
for the wood workpiece (G— fig.7) , providing a second conveying system in a discharge 
region of the single work station for the wood workpiece (H — ^fig.7), the second 
conveying system including a coupling unit cooperating with the first conveying system 
for conveying the wood workpiece (H10 — fig.7), providing each of the first and the 
second conveying systems with a positioning system (213 — ^fig.7; Note: in col. 5, lines 
22-31, Hurn teaches the datum position, i.e., a mechanical stop, must be positioned on 
the output or downstream side of the drive roller) for carrying out a plurality of machining 
operations in the single work station on the wood workpiece by the at least one 
machining tool in the single work station, machining of the front end of the wood 
workpiece in the single work station and e performing subsequent machining operations 
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on the wood workpiece in tine single work station wliile tlie wood workpiece is moving 
from tlie feeding region to tine discliarge region as controlled by the positioning system 
directing each of the first and the second conveying systems to exactly position the 
wood workpiece for the machining operations by the at least one machining tool (col. 
10, line 48-col. 1 1 , line 37), and moving the at least one machining tool along several 
axes in coordination with each of the first conveying system and the second conveying 
system to complete the machining operations as the wood workpiece moves into, 
through and out of the single work station (fig.7). The positioning system of Hums is 
normalized and synchronized as described in col. 10, line 48-col. 1 1 , line 37 and shown 
in figure 7. 

However, Hums fails to teach the positioning system for each of the first and the 
second conveying systems being connected with measuring equipment to index the 
wood workpiece during a first machining of a front end of the wood workpiece by the at 
least one machining tools and performing subsequent machining operations on the 
wood workpiece in the single work station simultaneously while the wood workpiece is 
constantly moving from the feeding region. 

Vartianen teaches that it is well known to provide a measuring device for aligning 
wood before cutting. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
incorporate measuring equipment as suggested Vartianen in the device of Hurn for the 
reasons set forth above. 

Giles teaches a similar apparatus wherein the log is move to and through 
processing section 14. See col. 4, line 45. It should be noted that processing section 
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14 variety of cutters (col. 4, par. 5). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary sl<ill 
in tlie art to incorporate tlie step of performing subsequent maclnining operations on tlie 
wood worl<piece in tlie single work station simultaneously while the wood workpiece is 
constantly moving from the feeding region, as suggested by Giles in the device of Hurn 
for the purpose of providing a plurality of cuts in the log. 

Further, It would have been obvious to one having ordinary, skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate a third and a fourth machining tool are 
located on opposite sides of the wood workpiece in the single work station in the device 
of Hurn, since it has been held that mere duplication of the essential working parts of a 
device involves only routine skill in the art. St. Regis Paper Co. v. Bemis col., 193 
USPQ 8. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 49-52 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning tliis communication or earlier communications from tlie 
examiner sliould be directed to Bena Miller whose telephone number is 571 .272.4427. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Derris Banks can be reached on 571-272-4419. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Bena Miller/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3725 
June 23, 2008 



